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MINUTES
McClellan Restoration Advisory Board Meeting

Rio Linda Community Center, Rio Linda
May 21, 2002, 6:30 p.m.

RAB Members in Attendance:
Gary Collier, Community Member
Kevin Depies, California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC)
Bill Gibson, Community Member
Joe Healy, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)
Alan Hersh, McClellan Park
Katy Jacobson, Sacramento County Local Redevelopment Agency (LRA)
Ameen Khan, Alternate from Congress Member Matsui’s Office
Rick Solander, Air Force Base Conversion Agency (AFBCA)
Kevin Spesert, Congress Member Ose’s Office
James Taylor, California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)
Lola Warrick, Community Member

Welcome and Meeting Guidelines
Marie Rainwater, the meeting facilitator, welcomed all attendees to the McClellan Restoration
Advisory Board (RAB) meeting.  Ms. Rainwater reviewed the RAB meeting guidelines.

RAB Member and Other Introductions
The RAB members introduced themselves to the public.  Roxanne Yonn, URS Public Affairs
Specialist, introduced guest speakers and staff.

Agenda, Comments on Minutes and Operating Instructions
Ms. Rainwater reviewed the agenda and handouts (Attachment 1).

The minutes from the February 26, 2002, RAB meeting were approved and finalized with no
changes.

Cleanup Update
Rick Solander recognized Lola Warrick for being instrumental in organizing a briefing with the
North Highland’s Vision Task Force.  Paul Brunner, McClellan Base Realignment and Closure
Environmental Coordinator, was afforded the opportunity to discuss the contamination at
Freedom Park and groundwater issues at the task force meeting.  Mr. Solander encouraged the
RAB members to continue to perform outreach services.  He said McClellan staff is available to
make presentations for interest groups.

Mr. Solander also encouraged the RAB members to attend the education seminars McClellan
offers.

Mr. Solander gave an update on the cleanup activities at McClellan (Attachment 2).

•  Confirmed Site (CS) 10   Excavation continues. Over 700 bins of soil and debris have
been filled with over 500 shipped off site by rail for proper disposal.  To date, 222 drums
have been excavated from the disposal site, in addition to the 110 drums initially
uncovered.
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•  Potential Release Location (PRL) 32   Excavation is complete, and all the soil has been
shipped off site.  This site was a radiological material waste storage area. The primary
contaminant at this site was radium 226.  McClellan is now developing a field sampling
plan for confirmation sampling to confirm all contaminants have been removed.  This
project is scheduled to be completed in early 2004.

•  Groundwater Treatment Plant   A leak in the aboveground groundwater conveyance
piping was discovered.  The plant was immediately shut down and all Air Force
representatives were notified.  Samples of the standing water and saturated soil were
analyzed for volatile organic compounds.  The leak was repaired and the plant was
restarted.  The confirmation sampling results indicated that the contaminants were not at
levels that required an action.

•  Soil Vapor Extraction (SVE) Systems   Dave Green, McClellan AFBCA Program
Manager, reported that McClellan monitored for radiation at the SVE units and detected
radon in the carbon filters of six out of the fifteen SVE units.  The USEPA has guidance
on safe exposure level for radon within residential areas but not for industrial areas.
McClellan will continue to monitor for radon and will take all necessary actions to ensure
that the public remains safe.  A fact sheet on the topic will also be distributed.

•  Radiation Sampling in Groundwater   During the February RAB meeting, a question
was asked if McClellan sampled for radiation at the effluent of the groundwater treatment
plant.  It was reported incorrectly at the meeting that McClellan did not sample at that
point.  The correct information provided at tonight’s meeting, is as follows.  McClellan
has an ongoing field sampling plan, which includes sampling groundwater monitoring
wells and discharge at the groundwater treatment plant.  One sampling event for radiation
has been conducted at the plant discharge and at monitoring wells thus far; no radiation
levels were detected that required action.  There will be another sampling event in six
months.  The results will be reviewed by the regulators to determine if additional
sampling is required.

•  Production Well Sampling   Kevin Depies reported that production wells near
McClellan are sampled for gross alpha particles, which is an indicator of a wide range of
radionuclides such as plutonium, radium, uranium.  However, because of concern that
radionuclides are present in soil at McClellan, the City of Sacramento, at the request of
the California Department of Health Service (DHS), recently sampled a key
downgradient production well (City Well 131) for additional radionuclides including
gross-beta particles, gross-alpha particles, strontium, and tritium.  This well was sampled
on April 15, 2002, and all analytical results were consistent with background levels,
which indicate no radionuclide contamination.  Representatives of DHS were at the
meeting for public members who wished to discuss the results.

This field sampling plan also calls for perchlorate sampling at PRL 60 (holding pond) and
Building 628.  Concentrations above action levels have not been detected.

•  Mowing in Vernal Pools   U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) recently halted an
authorization to mow in vernal pools until the Basewide Biological Opinion is completed.
In April 2002, a McClellan Park contractor mistakenly mowed in a vernal pool area.  The
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Air Force is working with FWS on the mowing incident to determine if there will be an
adverse action as a result of this mishap. The RAB will be kept updated.

At Gary Collier’s request, Mr. Solander said that he would get the date of the mowing
incident.

Mr. Collier asked if the vernal pool areas will be transferred to the City of Sacramento or the
County.  Mr. Solander stated none of the areas on McClellan that contain sensitive habitat have
been turned over to the County of Sacramento for reuse.  FWS is very protective about the future
use of these sensitive habitats. FWS will render a biological opinion that will describe what the
restrictions are for the future landowner.  Currently, it is not planned for the FWS to be the
conservator for these sites. McClellan will turn these sites over to the County as part of the
economic development conveyance; the County will have to comply with the restrictions cited in
the biological opinion.

Within the biological opinion, there will be a conservation easement, which is an area of
property that is locked down in perpetuity for no development.  Areas such as this will have to be
maintained and preserved as a natural habitat.

Alan Hersh commented that the vernal pool that was mowed was located near the airfield.

Lola Warrick asked about the redwing blackbirds located in Otter Creek in the middle of the
vernal pool area.  Mr. Solander stated that he would get back with her on this creek because he
is not familiar with Otter Creek.

Protecting the Health and Safety of Tenants and the Environment
Mr. Solander gave a presentation regarding information that will help the RAB and community
understand how the Air Force, LRA, McClellan Park, and regulators are working to protect the
health and safety of McClellan tenants and ensuring the tenants do not further contaminate
McClellan.  This presentation is in response to questions arising from the February RAB meeting
(see Attachment 3).

Mr. Depies stated that one process that the regulatory agencies take to ensure public protection at
contaminated sites is the implementation of institutional controls.  Institutional controls are
applied to protect the public when the remedy includes leaving some level of contamination in
place.  Institutional controls serve as administrative and/or legal controls to ensure short- and
long-term protection of human health and the environment (see Attachment 4).

James Taylor stated that the RWQCB regulates and enforces state requirements to protect
beneficial uses of surface water and groundwater throughout the state.  The RWQCB has several
regulatory programs that regulate stormwater discharges and discharges to surface water under
the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System.  The RWQCB also regulates waste
discharges to land.

Mr. Taylor said since McClellan AFB’s closure in July 2001, the stormwater collection system
has been transferred to Sacramento County.  The stormwater system is now included as part of
the Sacramento County General Municipal Stormwater Permit. The County and McClellan Park
are now operating the airfield, which is regulated under its own separate stormwater permit.  All
tenants at McClellan have been notified that they must comply with State requirements and apply
for the appropriate permits if they have discharges.
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Mr. Taylor said since base closure, there have been several incidents of illegal discharges to
surface water.  When incidents of this nature take place, the RWQCB issues a notice of violation
to those responsible, requiring corrective action, along with training of the violator’s staff,
contractors, and tenants on how to comply with the requirements.  Mr. Taylor stated that
enforcement can also be a positive action rather than a punitive action.  The RWQCB conducts
periodic inspections and requires tenants to take corrective action for deficiencies and promote
good housekeeping practices.

Mr. Taylor stated that the Air Force and its contractors also deserve credit for being very vigilant
and responding rapidly to contain and clean up spills.

Joe Healy stated that USEPA is pleased with the Air Force’s enforcement program.

Mr. Healy said USEPA is focusing on the operations of the cleanup being conducted under
CERCLA.  Occasionally, USEPA will send technical experts into the field to collect additional
samples to verify the results.

Mr. Healy said USEPA is paying very close attention to the lease restrictions and institutional
controls since it is an evolving area of how government agencies and local governments regulate
the future use of property.  USEPA will work with the Air Force and the regulators to develop a
good working system for the future institutional controls.

Mr. Hersh stated the McClellan Park works closely with the Air Force and the regulators, and
abides by all of the conditions.  Although there were incidents, they have been minor in nature,
and there have not been any health impacts.  He said McClellan Park has assisted in making a
better system to ensure that human health and the environment are protected.

Mr. Collier asked in terms of the permitting process, can information on contaminated areas
be encoded in a geographical information system (GIS) inform the tenants that the area needs
to have a permit from the Air Force.  Mr. Hersh stated that Sacramento Area Council of
Governments (SACOG) maintains a GIS database, which McClellan Parks has in their office.
SACOG would eventually replicate the information that is contained in McClellan’s
Administrative Record.

Mr. Collier stated that until an area is cleaned, it should appear on the GIS, and the only way
this could happen is if the Air Force provides this information to the County.  Mr. Collier
asked if this information could be added to SACOG’s system.  Mr. Solander stated that the Air
Force has not shared this information with SACOG; however, the Air Force does have a GIS
database that is used to screen the encroachment permits.  The Air Force is willing to determine
if it would be feasible to send the database to SACOG.  The Air Force is also a subscriber to the
Underground Service Alert System, to check if the tenant has a dig permit on file before digging.

Katy Jacobson commented that the governing authority for construction activities would be the
County.

Mr. Depies commented that all the buildings that are occupied have gone through visual
inspections conducted by DTSC prior to the tenants moving in to ensure there were no
environmental hazards.

Ms. Warrick asked what happened to the asbestos problem at Capehart Housing.  Mr.
Solander stated that those buildings do contain asbestos. The buildings were turned over to
McClellan Park because the asbestos was in good condition.  When McClellan Park turns this



McClellan  Page 5 of 6 21 May 2002
RAB Meeting

property over to a company, there should be language in the lease that mimics the Air Force’s
language, which discloses that there is asbestos and if disturbed, appropriate procedures are to be
followed.

Mr. Bill Gibson asked if there is a general emergency plan for fires. Mr. Solander stated yes
and it incorporates the 911 system.

Hexavalent Chromium Discharges from the McClellan Groundwater Treatment
Plant
Mr. Brunner presented information to foster understanding of the hexavalent chromium and
groundwater issues at McClellan and ongoing corrective actions (see Attachment 5).

Ms. Jacobson asked why another record of decision is required for the hexavalent chromium
issue.  Mr. Brunner stated that the current groundwater record of decision is based on volatile
organic compounds.  Mr. Depies commented that this new record of decision would also be
required if it is determined that McClellan is the source of the hexavalent chromium.

Mr. Gibson commented that if all but one well is affected, then hexavalent chromium is naturally
occurring. Mr. Brunner stated that it must be determined if in fact it is naturally occurring.

Mr. Collier asked if the U.S. Geological Survey team looked at this issue. Mr. Brunner stated
that the extraction well data were obtained within the last four months.  Mr. Collier stated that
the reason he asked about the U.S. Geological Survey team is that an earthquake occurred a few
months ago, and perhaps this could be the source.  Mr. Brunner stated that it is something
McClellan could look at. Mr. Brunner went on to say when dealing with levels at this
concentration, even laboratory analysis becomes an important factor.  McClellan officials have
verified that the current laboratory being used is delivering good results.  Mr. Collier asked if
they changed the test apparatus.  Mr. Brunner stated that McClellan did not change the test
apparatus, but did change the laboratories.

The question was asked how will McClellan treat the water to remove the hexavalent chromium.
Mr. Brunner stated that McClellan is proposing to use a selected ion exchange.

Mr. Hersh asked what volume the modifications of the treatment plant will be able to handle.
Mr. Brunner stated that the current thought is that the treatment system for hexavalent chromium
will be able to handle just a portion of the flow to the plant.

Mr. Collier asked if McClellan has coordinated with the local water companies to get their
well results.  Mr. Brunner and Mr. Taylor stated that they are unable to answer that at this time.
Mr. Taylor stated that the RWQCB has found that hexavalent chromium is much more prevalent
than originally thought.  The Office of Environmental Human Health Assessment is working on
developing a public health bill for hexavalent chromium, which will eventually lead to an
established action level.

Mr. Collier asked if hexavalent chromium has been linked to any health issues in fetal growth.
Mr. Taylor stated that he would not be able to answer this question.

Mr. Collier stated that it was indicated that the groundwater plume under his neighborhood was
low priority and/or not a serious issue.  It is his understanding that the contaminants have the
potential to actually rise because they are volatile.  The plume may have already moved further
southwest.  He said there are several members in the audience who are concerned about this
issue.  They have asked him about the ingestion of food products that may have been impacted
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by the contaminated groundwater.  The public is wondering if they have any need for concern
that there has not been any testing of off-site groundwater and vegetation for radionuclides.

Mr. Brunner stated that so far McClellan has not tested for radionuclides in that particular
location.  Mr. Brunner suggested that the next time the RAB meets in Mr. Collier’s
neighborhood, McClellan officials can make a presentation as to what is being done to address
that issue.

Public Comment
Members of the public were given the opportunity to make comments.  Following is a summary
of these comments.

Doug Nelson asked about one of the wells in the Rio Linda Water District located at Marysville
Boulevard and Second Street.  The well was randomly tested in 2002 and hexavalent chromium
was detected at 14 parts per billion.  The local utility is considering installing a new well for fire
protection towards the North Highlands area.  He said if the hexavalent chromium contamination
is off site, the public needs to find out how far it is migrating, if it is coming from the base, or if
it is naturally occurring.  Mr. Nelson stated that he is surprised that there has not been any off-
site testing by the Air Force.

Mr. Brunner stated that historically McClellan did test off site at the monitoring wells for
hexavalent chromium and it was not detected.  Hexavalent chromium has been detected in
McClellan’s extraction wells.  McClellan will be resampling the monitoring wells for hexavalent
chromium.  It is unknown where the source(s) is.

RAB Members’ Advice, Comments, and Announcements
Mr. Collier stated that it is premature to deal with the hexavalent chromium as an Agency for
Toxic Substances Disease Registry (ATSDR) issue.  However, the radionuclides and other issues
have come up that were not dealt with in the original ATSDR surveys conducted in the 1990s.
He would like to see some interaction with ATSDR to look in depth at the issue of birth defects
that were brought up in the 1996 ATSDR report.  It was very interesting that the areas north of
Magpie Creek had no birth defects noted, whereas south, there were five.  He said this was a
very limited study, which should not bring cause for panic; however, it is his opinion that there
should be a larger study.  Unfortunately, the funding was cut from a previous program, which did
research on birth defects. These are issues that he believes need to be resolved, by finding a
monitoring system to detect whether there is a serious problem or not.

Mr. Solander stated that McClellan will host another seminar for the RAB members in July.

Ms. Rainwater announced McClellan’s open house on June 20, 2002, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at
Madison Elementary School.

Next RAB Meeting
The next RAB meeting will be held on August 20, 2002, at North Avenue Elementary School.
















































